
Drugs on 
Social Media



 “Of those who reported seeing drugs for sale on social 
media, 56% saw them being advertised on Snapchat, 55% on 
Instagram and 47% on Facebook.

The drug most commonly being pushed by dealers on social 
media was cannabis, with 63% of respondents seeing it 
advertised.

Cocaine was the second drug most commonly seen 
advertised, 26% of youngsters saw it, followed by 24% who 
saw MDMA/ecstasy advertised.”

  (Survation survey of 2,006 16-24 year olds) 

1. Did you know? 
We have recently been made aware of some new risks that social 
media is presenting us with when it comes to keeping young people 
safe online. We are talking about drugs and social media. There are 
many different social media platforms that young people may be 
involved with such as Facebook, WhatsApp and Snapchat and it is 
now apparent that these are being used as platforms for drug dealers 
to promote their ‘service’ and to ‘recruit’ young people. Drug dealers 
may be targeting young people to buy drugs, sell drugs or to offer 
them ‘freebies’ or even jobs.



County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal 
networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing 
areas (within the UK) using dedicated mobile phone lines or other forms 
of “deal line”. Young people are being targeted for the purposes of gang 
recruitment and exploited into selling and/or holding drugs.  Young people 
exploited into county lines become part of an organised criminal network 
in which it is extremely difficult to leave, often due to threat of significant 
harm to themselves or their loved ones. 

2. County Lines



Throughout 2020 the use of the online space, especially for young 
people, has drastically increased in the UK. This has resulted in an 
increase of social media being used to sell drugs due to ease of 
use, accessibility and the option of encrypted messages. Drugs in 
the online space is made extremely accessible through hashtags 
and search tools, with young people predominantly seeing drugs 
advertised and for sale on Snapchat, Instagram and Facebook. 

Dealers are advertising drugs on these platforms by posting videos, 
photos and statuses either on their social media feeds or to their 
‘stories’, whereby they are able to promote what drugs they have and 
how much they are selling them for. Young people are then able to 
get in touch with the dealer by commenting on the social media post 
or direct messaging them on the app. It is also important to highlight 
that while young people will often first make contact with dealers 
through the social media platforms, they tend to move the line of 
communication over to messaging apps such as WhatsApp, as it 
offers end-to-end encryption and completely private messaging.

3. Social Media and Risks

#.... t



Other platforms to note regarding drugs on social media are ‘Get 
Lit With Friends’ which is a video chat platform where it is easy to 
interact with and meet ‘new groups of friends’, and ‘What3Words’ 
which is a simple location finder. 

It has become easy for drug dealers to establish themselves on 
various social media apps and expand their reach to young people. On 
Instagram and Facebook, sellers use hashtags which can be looked 
up through the search bar tool to reach existing and new customers 
widening the seller’s reach. Snapchat offers a suggested friend 
feature which allows dealers to add friends’ accounts of existing 
customers to seek new customers. 

Users can report drug dealers on Instagram if their profile is public 
and available to find through the search bar tool. However, as 
Snapchat is designed to interact with individuals and not on a public 
feed, sellers are much more difficult to report as it is dependent on the 
individuals to report the dealers. Ultimately, drugs being sold on social 
media is new and emerging dangerous trend bringing illegal activity to 
young people in the online space. 

Through social media, young people are extremely vulnerable to being 
targeted for recruitment of selling drugs. One platform frequently 
used for this is Snapchat, as the apps privacy allows gangs to post 
enticing photos and videos of young people in ‘trap houses’ with 
money and designer gifts. Once a young person is recruited, it is easy 
for the dealer to track the child’s whereabouts through the SnapMaps 
location sharer feature on the app. Dealers will often use this to 
coerce and blackmail the child making it extremely difficult to break 
out of the gang and continue to be exploited and work for a criminal 
network or gang. 
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Compass can help if a young person is taking substances, we 
support young people in the community where they are most 
comfortable to be seen such as at school, at home or in a cof-
fee shop in town. We also have an anonymous text messag-
ing service shared with school nurses for those young people 
who are concerned about something or have questions to ask 
but do not want to see somebody face to face. We can also 
work with the family if they have also been affected by their 
child’s substance misuse.

4. How can we help?

For further information on what Compass can offer, please visit: 
https://www.compass-uk.org/services/warwickshire-cypdas/ or contact us on 
01788 578227, or our chat health number 07507 331 525 (for ages 11-19).

For further information on Online Safety, please visit:  
https://www.cybersafewarwickshire.com/

https://www.compass-uk.org/services/warwickshire-cypdas/  
https://www.cybersafewarwickshire.com/

